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Document structure and accompanying documents

What are CAMS?

Sections 1 and 2 outline what CAMS are and why we have produced this
consultation document.

The main chapters

Section 3 of this document outlines the main principles of abstraction
licensing that we follow in the catchment.

Section 4 the pale green pages, is the most important section. This is the
proposed licensing strategy that we would like you to comment upon. If you
are an existing licence holder it is this section that outlines what this strategy
will mean for you.

A summary of the questions that we are asking you to comment upon is
included on page 24.

Section 5 outlines how we are going to implement the strategy.

Background information

The following sections, Sections 6 to 8, provide interesting information about
how we developed this strategy and the character of the catchment. You may
find this background information useful to understand the issues we are
consulting upon.

Technical information

The detailed technical information used to develop this proposed strategy
and information about how we made our decisions is included in Appendix 2.
This is on a CD at the back of this document.
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1.0

This is the consultation document for the Idle and Torne
Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS).

This proposed strategy gives you information on water resources
and on how the abstraction licensing system works.

Your local CAMS

We are now using CAMS to manage water resources at
a local level. They allow us to consult with the local
community and other interested parties in our work to
balance the needs of abstractors and other water
users with those of the water environment.

Our consultation process will result in a local licensing
strategy and a decision on whether time limited
licences should be renewed and on what terms.

All catchments in England and Wales will have a CAMS.

The Idle and Torne CAMS area stretches from central
Nottinghamshire to southern Yorkshire. It covers an
area of approximately 1300km” with a landscape
varying from Sherwood Forest and the wooded
Dukeries in the south to the Hatfield and Thorne
Moors and the valuable agricultural environment of
the Isle of Axholme in the north.

The rivers Idle and Torne flow in a general north-
easterly direction, joining the River Trent at West
Stockwith and Keadby, respectively. The Idle
catchment comprises the rivers Meden, Maun and
Poulter which meet near Gamston, and is joined by
the River Ryton downstream near Bawtry.

The rivers rise and flow through heavily urbanised
areas including Mansfield, Sutton in Ashfield,
Worksop, East Retford and the south-eastern
outskirts of Doncaster. Heavy industry is present in
the catchment but many collieries have closed in
recent years due to the decline in coal mining.
Peat has historically been extracted in the north, at
Hatfield Moors.

The dominant land use is arable agriculture. Large areas
in the north of the catchment are supported by a
comprehensive system of land drainage to maintain
their agricultural quality. Due to their low-lying situation
these areas are also protected from flooding from the
River Trent by extensive flood defences

The above influences have seriously impacted wetland
biodiversity in some areas of the catchment.

A technical document for the Idle and Torne CAMS,
which contains the detailed technical information on
which we have based this strategy, is available on the
attached CD. You can also view a printed copy of this
document at the address below.

The document Managing Water Abstraction:

The Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy
Process sets out both the national policy and the
regulatory framework within which CAMS operates.

A copy of this document is on the attached CD. If you
would like to be sent a paper copy of Managing Water
Abstraction please contact us at the following address.

Idle and Torne CAMS Project Manager
Water Resources Management
Environment Agency

Trentside Offices

Scarrington Road

West Bridgford

Nottingham

NG2 5FA

Office hours: Monday to Friday 8.30am-5.00pm
National Customer Contact Centre: 08708 506506
Email: cams.lowertrent@environment-agency.gov.uk
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2.0

We consult on CAMS because we need the information you provide
to help draw up effective, sustainable plans.

Consultation on the Idle and

Torne CAMS

We want to manage water resources in a catchment
effectively and sustainably. To do this, it is important
that we work with people that have an interest in the
water resources and environment of the Idle and Torne
catchments.

Once you have read this document we hope that you
will send us your comments so that we can benefit
from your views when we develop our strategy.

To help us we would like you to comment on:

- the questions we have asked on the proposed
licensing strategy;

- any additional information that you think would help
us to develop our strategy.

We need to receive your comments by 26 January 2007

Please send your comments to:

Idle and Torne CAMS Project Manager
Water Resources Management
Environment Agency

Trentside Offices

Scarrington Road

West Bridgford

Nottingham

NG2 5FA

Office hours: Monday to Friday 8.30am-5.00pm
National Customer Contact Centre: 08708 506506
Fax: 0115 981 7743

Email: cams.lowertrent@environment-agency.gov.uk

Once we have assessed your responses we will
produce a written summary of them — we call this a
statement of response. This highlights the main issues
that you have raised and we will send a copy to
everyone who responded. It will also be available to
others on request. We may quote from your response
in the summary but if you would like your response to
be treated as confidential, please state this clearly.

We have also set up a Stakeholder Group. Its role is to
represent the main interests in the catchment.

The group helps us to identify important local issues,
provides feedback on our proposals and considers the
likely implications of different strategy options.

The members of the Idle and Torne CAMS Stakeholder
Group and the interests they represent are:

James Dodds
Rob Arrowsmith
Matilda Beatty

Group Chair
Navigation
Public water supply

Carl Cornish Conservation
Mike Fenton Regeneration
Helen Mayfield Industry
Symon Murch Agriculture

David Sisson Internal Drainage Boards

Thank you to those people that have already taken
part in this consultation by:

- responding to our awareness raising leaflet
- attending the CAMS Stakeholder Group
- responding to our targeted information request.
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3.0

The CAMS process provides the framework for any decision on an

abstraction licence application.

Main principles of
abstraction licensing in the
|dle and Torne catchment

3.1 National principles

3.1.1 Licence determination

Anyone wanting to take more than 20m>/day from a
‘source of supply’ (river, stream lake, well, etc.) must
have an abstraction licence. The application process
for abstraction is similar to the planning process in that
we require the application to be advertised and may
require supporting environmental information.

When considering the application we check that the
quantities applied for and the purpose of the
abstraction are reasonable, that there is sufficient water
available to support it and that the potential impacts on
the environment and other water users are acceptable.
Depending on the outcome of our investigations we will
issue a licence either as applied for, or with conditions
that restrict the abstraction to protect the environment
or other users. In certain cases we may have to refuse
the application. Any applicant who is not happy with
our determination (decision) has the right to appeal
against it.

Each application is determined on its own merits
Whilst the strategy that we develop may conclude that
water is available to be licensed in the catchment, this
does not guarantee that all applications will be
successful. Each application will be determined upon
its own merits/impacts.

We have split the catchment into areas of water that
can be managed as individual units. The Idle and Torne
CAMS has five Water Resource Management Units
(WRMU). These are shown on Map 2 on page 7.

Where a proposal for an abstraction licence may have a
potentially significant environmental effect, we may ask
applicants to provide additional information about the
likely environmental impact of the proposed abstraction
with their applications. To help identify these situations
this document contains maps of all the WRMU and
Groundwater Management Units (GWMU) with the
location of the main environmental features that are
potentially vulnerable to the impacts of abstractions.

This document sets out our licensing strategy for the
catchment. If you want to apply for a licence you
should contact us on 08708 506506 for further advice.

Abstractions are managed to protect the environment
To protect the environment we may issue a licence with
conditions. One type of condition is referred to as a
‘Hands-Off Flow’. This specifies that if the flow or level
in the river drops below that which is required to
protect the environment the abstraction must stop,
hence ‘Hands-Off Flow’ (HOF).

A licence does not guarantee that water is available

It is important to understand that when we issue a
licence we do not guarantee the supply of water. We have
to protect the environment and rights of other
abstractors. To do this we may add constraints to
licences, as described above. The licence holder needs to
understand the implications of this as it affects the
reliability of supply. For example, in drier years it is more
likely that conditions will come into effect and abstraction
is more likely to be stopped. Details of ‘hands-off flow’
conditions are described in more detail in Section 4.
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Water efficiency

We need to make the best use of our existing water
resources. Adopting water efficiency measures can
help us achieve this goal. Water efficiency is one of
the tests that will need to be satisfied before we grant
a new licence or renew a time limited licence. We are
currently consulting with interested parties on how
best to implement water efficiency within the
abstraction licensing system.

Approach to time limiting of licences

All new licences and variations (other than downward
variations or minor variations having no environmental
impact) will have a time limit imposed. CAMS are the
mechanism for managing time limits on licences by
indicating whether they should be renewed and, if so,
on what terms. Where possible, the intention is to
have all time limits on licences within a CAMS area
expiring on the same date (known as the “common
end date”). However, there may be situations where
shorter or longer time limits may be justified.

The next common end date for the Idle and Torne
CAMS is 31 March 2014. The normal duration for a
renewed licence will be 12 years.

We will notify licence holders 18, 12 and 6 months
before the expiry of their licence. If you hold a time
limited licence you will then need to apply for a
renewal of that licence. There is a presumption that
time limited licences will be renewed if:

- environmental sustainability is not in question;
- there is a continued justification of need for the water;
- the water is used efficiently.

We will also take into account any objections received
to renewal of the licence. We will endeavour to give six
years notice if a licence will not be renewed or is to be
renewed but on more restrictive terms which impact
significantly on the use of that licence. In very
exceptional circumstances we may also grant licences
for longer than 12 years.

3.1.2 Water rights trading

We want to make it easier to trade water rights. Such
trading refers to the transfer of licensable water rights
from one party to another. Abstractors may be able to
pass on this right to others. More detailed information
is available in Section 4 of Managing Water Abstraction
and Chapter 7 of the attached CD.

We sent licence holders a guidance leaflet — Water
Rights Trading — in 2002. This explained the current
opportunities for trading abstraction licences.

In 2003 we consulted on more detailed proposals.

We have now taken your responses into account and
we will publish further information and guidance to
coincide with the implementation of the relevant parts
of the Water Act 2003. Further information is available
on our website at www.environment-agency.gov.uk.

The trading of ‘sleeper’ or ‘part utilised’ licences could
exacerbate over abstraction in the River Idle and
increase the risk of the River Torne becoming over
abstracted through the re-activation of currently
dormant licensed resources. Trading within the Idle
and Torne catchments will therefore require
appropriate management, for example we may need to
place conditions on new or varied licences to prevent
damage to the environment occurring as a result of
trading. However, where water rights trading will
decrease the consumptiveness of the abstraction
purpose authorised by the licence (ie less water will be
lost from the catchment) or will cause no adverse
environmental impacts, proposals will be welcomed, or
promoted where the proposed trading of water rights
will bring environmental benefits.

3.1.3 Environmental considerations

European law provides a very high level of protection
to two types of designated sites due to their special
environment. These are:

- Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), which contribute
to biodiversity by maintaining and restoring habitats
and species;

- Special Protection Area (SPA), which provides
protection to birds, and their nests, eggs and
habitats.

Ramsar sites and Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) also carry a high level of environmental
importance. Table 1 lists the related environmentally
designated sites in this CAMS.

Habitats Regulations

Under the Habitats Regulations we have to assess the
affects of existing abstraction licences and any new
applications to make sure they are not impacting on
internationally important nature conservation sites.
These sites are known as Special Areas of Conservation
(SAQ) and Special Protection Areas (SPA). If your
current licence is being reviewed under this legislation
to assess its impact you will already have been sent a
letter with information about the review. If you have
not received a letter from us your licence is either not
near a SAC/SPA or cannot have an impact on these
sites.
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Table 1 Features present within the Idle and Torne catchment that may affect water availability at a catchment or Water Resource

Management Unit (WRMU) scale

Feature

Present WRMU

Water related Special Site of
Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Hills and Holes and the Sookholme Brook,
Pleasley Vale Railway

WRMU1 — Upper Meden

Water related Special Site of
Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Not applicable

WRMU2 - Upper Poulter

Water related Special Site of
Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Dyscarr Wood,
Maltby Low Common,

WRMU3 - Oldcotes Dyke

Roche Abbey Woodlands,

Water related Special Site of
Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Barrow Hills Sandpit, Bevercotes Park,
Birklands and Bilhaugh,

WRMU4 — River Idle

Birklands West and Ollerton Corner, Castle Hill Wood,
Chesterfield Canal, Clipstone Heath, Clumber Park,
Crabtree Wood,Cresswell Crags,

Ginny Spring and Whitwell Wood,

Hollinhill and Markland Grips, Lindrick Golf Course,
Misson Drain, Misson Line Bank, Misson Training Area,
Rainworth Heath, Rainworth Lakes,

River Idle Washlands, Sherwood Forest Golf Course,
Strawberry Hill Heaths, Sutton and Lound Gravel Pits,
Thoresby Lake, Wellow Park, Welbeck Lake

Water related Special Site of
Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Belshaw, Crowle Borrow Pits, Edlington Wood,
Epworth Turbary, Hatfield Chase Ditches,

WRMUS5 — River Torne

Hatfield Moors, Haxey Grange Fen,
Haxey Turbary, Potteric Carr, Rush Furlong,
Sandall Beat, Thorne, Crowle and Goole Moors

Water related Special Area of Conservation (SAC) sites

Hatfield Moors SAC

WRMUS5 — River Torne

Thorne Moors SAC

Water related Special Protection Area (SPA) sites No*

*NB: Thorne and Hatfield Moors SPA is designated for the presence of nightjar which is dependent on a dry heathland habitat. Consequently the
interest feature is not water dependent and therefore does not directly relate to the CAMS process.

If our assessment shows that a new application could
have an impact on a SAC/SPA we will have to follow
some strict rules in setting a time limit for that licence.
These are:

- We may be able to grant the licence but only with a
short time limit. This is so we can monitor the effect of
the abstraction on a SAC/SPA and change the licence
if necessary;

- Ifit cannot be determined that your application will
not affect the site we have to either put conditions on
the licence so that it cannot affect the site or refuse
the application. If we grant the licence we may ask you
to monitor its impact;

- If our assessment shows that there isn’t an impact on
the site we will manage it in line with this CAMS.

3.1.4 The Water Act 2003

The Water Act 2003 introduces a new statutory
framework for managing water resources that will be
implemented into the water resources authorisation
system over the next few years. The main changes that
are still to be implemented include:

- new controls on previously exempt abstractions for
mine and quarry de-watering, trickle and other forms
of irrigation, transfers into canals and internal
drainage districts;

- stronger powers for water resources planning and
management;

- more flexibility to the licensing regulations to improve
their efficiency and to encourage water rights trading;

- stronger powers on water conservation.

For more details on the Water Act 2003 and its
implementation, see our website,
www.environment-agency.gov.uk or contact your local
Environment Agency office on 08708 506506.

The website will be updated to provide information as
the Water Act 2003 is implemented.

Environment Agency Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy — Consultation Document
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3.1.5 Exempt purposes and areas

Some abstractions do not need to be licensed, for
example those that do not exceed 20 cubic metres per
day. Other abstractions are exempt because they take
place in a part of the country where a general
exemption has been given from the need for
abstractions to be licensed. The existence of these
‘exempt areas' could prevent the proper management of
water resources. We will put forward proposals to
remove the 'exempt areas'. There are no such location-
based exemptions within the Idle and Torne CAMS area.

3.1.6 Impoundments

Applications for impoundments will be dealt with on a
case-by-case basis to ensure that any proposed
development does not compromise the licensing
strategy for the Idle and Torne catchments.

3.1.7 Management of existing licences

We enforce licences through a programme of routine
inspections to ensure that the abstraction conditions
are understood and adhered to. We will continue to
operate a rigorous enforcement policy and undertake
regular licence inspections and site visits.

Table 2 Resource availability status categories

3.2 Catchment water resource
availability

If you want to abstract water you need to know what
water resources are available within a catchment and
where abstraction for consumptive purposes is
allowed. To provide this information we have
developed a classification system. This gives a
“resource availability status” and indicates:

- the relative balance between the environmental
requirements for water and how much is licensed for
abstraction;

- whether water is available for further abstraction;

- areas where abstraction needs to be reduced.

Licence applications still have to go through the
normal licensing process. More information on this
process is in Annexe 2 of Managing Water Abstraction
on the attached CD.

There are four categories of resource availability status, as
shown in Table 2. If you need more information about what a
resource availability status is and how they were calculated
please refer to Section 6.2, page # of this document.

The resource availability status and target status for each
WRMU and GWMU are shown in Table 3 and Map 3.

Indicative resource availability status

Licence Availability

Water is likely to be available at all flows including low flows. Restrictions may apply.

No water available

No water is available for further licensing at low flows. Water may be available at higher

flows with appropriate restrictions.

Current actual abstraction is such that no water is available at low flows. If existing
licences were used to their full allocation they could cause unacceptable environmental
damage at low flows. Water may be available at high flows, with appropriate restrictions.

Existing abstraction is causing unacceptable damage to the environment at low flows.
Water may still be available at high flows, with appropriate restrictions.

Table 3 Overview of the existing water resource availability and the target water resource availability at low flows for this
CAMS when it is reviewed again in 2010 and 2016. (See also section 6 of this document for further information).

WRMU/GWMU  Associated Resource Availability Status Details of

Name mainriver Individual Integrated Target status Target status the unit is
WRMU status WRMU status in 2010 in 2016 onpage

WRMU 1 River Meden No water available ~ No water available ~ No water available 00

Upper Meden

WRMU 2 River Poulter No water available ~ No water available ~ No water available 00

Upper Poulter

WRMU 3 Oldcotes Dyke No water available ~ No water available ~ No water available

Oldcotes Dyke

WRMU 4 River Idle
River Idle

WRMU 5 River Torne
River Torne
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4.0

This section describes the licensing strategy and available water
resource for each WRMU and GWMU in the catchment.

Proposed abstraction
licensing strategy

It is important to note that this strategy may not apply to licences that return abstracted water
back close to the point of abstraction or result in a net benefit to the water environment.

Strategy for new and existing licences
The strategy for this WRMU is to remain at the status of
no water available. This means that for new licences:

4.1 Water Resource Management
Unit 1- Upper Meden

Our proposals

The water resource availability status of this WRMU is no
water available. As shown in Table 4 the target status for

- there will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences within the Upper Meden WRMU unless they
can be demonstrated to be of environmental benefit;

this WRMU in 2010 is to remain at no water available.
The Upper Meden WRMU lies upstream of the River Idle
WRMU. We need to maintain flows in the Upper Meden
to prevent the deterioration of flows into the River Idle
WRMU. We have therefore fixed the target status for
water resources availability as no water available.

The target status is the outcome of the sustainability
appraisal process. If you would like more information

about the sustainability appraisal process and how we

came to this decision please refer to Chapter 3 of the
technical document on the attached CD.

-any licence that is issued will be subject to the

common end date for the Idle and Torne CAMS area,
typically 31 March 2014.

and for existing licences:

- there will be a presumption of renewal subject to local

considerations and the main principles of abstraction
licensing, as described in section 3, above;

- licences will be issued to the common end date for the

Idle and Torne CAMS area, typically 31 March 2014.

Table 4 Existing low flow resource availability status and target low flow resource availability status for the Upper Meden Water

Resource Management Unit.

Associated Resource Availability Status Comment
mainriver Individual Integrated Target status Target status
WRMU status WRMU status in 2010 in 2016
River Meden No water available ~ No wateravailable ~ No water available The target status is to ensure

that the management of water
resources within the WRMU
will not adversely impact on
WRMU4 — River Idle,
downstream
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Table 5 Presence of features that may affect water availability in WRMU1-Upper Meden

Feature

Comment

Water related Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Hills and Holes and the Sookholme Brook

Pleasley Vale Railway

How much water is available and what restrictions
might apply

There will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences and variations to existing licences that would
increase either the amount of abstraction or the
amount of water lost from the catchment (ie increase
the consumptiveness of licences). All abstraction
licence applications will be subject to an assessment
to take account of any local issues and granted on a
first-come-first-served basis.

Additional local information specific to this WRMU
Map 4 illustrates the boundaries of the WRMU, which
includes the River Meden and its tributaries upstream
of Church Warsop together with the Mansfield
Groundwater Management Unit of the Lower
Magnesian Limestone. Hills and Holes and the
Sookholme Brook SSSI is located in the lower reaches
of the WRMU. Natural England has identified the
vulnerability of this designated site to damage as a
result of abstraction and have produced a ‘Views About
Management’ plan. The SSSI has also been included
within our Restoring Sustainable Abstraction (RSA)
Programme catalogue of work, under which monitoring
of the impact of abstraction on the site is underway.

Issues for consultation

- The Hills and Holes and the Sookholme Brook SSSI
has been identified as vulnerable to the impact of
abstraction and has therefore been listed in the RSA
Programme catalogue of work as a site to be
investigated. We are proposing not to pursue resource
recovery for the Upper Meden WRMU until the RSA
investigations have been completed. Do you agree
with our approach? If not, please explain why.

-Is the licensing strategy proposed for the Upper
Meden WRMU clear?

4.2 Water Resource Management
Unit 2- Upper Poulter

Our proposals

The water resource availability status of this WRMU is no
water available. As shown in Table 6 the target status for
this WRMU in 2010 is to remain at no water available.
The Upper Poulter WRMU lies upstream of the River Idle
WRMU. We need to maintain flows in the Upper Poulter
to prevent the deterioration of flows into the River Idle
WRMU. We have therefore fixed the target status for
water resources availability as no water available.

The target status is the outcome of the sustainability
appraisal process. If you would like more information
about the sustainability appraisal process and how we
came to this decision please refer to Chapter 3 of the
technical document on the attached CD.

Strategy for new and existing licences
The strategy for this WRMU is to remain at the status
no water available. This means that for new licences:

- there will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences within the Upper Poulter WRMU unless they
can be demonstrated to be of environmental benefit;

-any licence that is issued will be subject to the
common end date for the Idle and Torne CAMS area,
typically 31 March 2014.

and for existing licences:

- there will be a presumption of renewal subject to local
considerations and the main principles of abstraction
licensing, as described in section 3, above;

- licences will be issued to the common end date for the
Idle and Torne CAMS area, typically 31 March 2014.
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Table 6 Existing low flow resource availability status and target low flow resource availability status for the Upper Poulter Water

Resource Management Unit.

Associated Resource Availability Status Comment
main river e
Individual Integrated Target status Target status
WRMU status WRMU status in 2010 in 2016
Upper Poulter No water available ~ No wateravailable  No water available The target status is to ensure

that the management of water
resources within the WRMU will
not adversely impact on WRMU4
— River Idle, downstream

Table 7 Presence of features that may affect water availability in WRMU2-Upper Poulter

Feature

Comment

Water related Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

There are no SSSls designated for aquatic interest within the

Upper River Poulter WRMU

How much water is available and what restrictions
might apply

There will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences and variations to existing licences that would
increase either the amount of abstraction or the
amount of water lost from the catchment (ie increase
the consumptiveness of licences). All abstraction
licence applications will be subject to an assessment
to take account of any local issues and granted on a
first-come-first-served basis.

Additional local information specific to this WRMU
Map 5 illustrates the boundaries of the WRMU, which
includes the River Poulter and its tributaries upstream
of Cuckney together with the Bolsover Groundwater
Management Unit of the Lower Magnesian Limestone.
No water dependent SSSIs have been designated
within this WRMU, however, overall the upper reaches
of the River Poulter are physically and ecologically
diverse, including an area of wet woodland, a priority
Biodiversity Action Plan habitat.

Issues for consultation

- we believe that abstraction does not currently
adversely impact the Upper Poulter WRMU. Do you
agree? If not, please explain why.

-is the licensing strategy proposed for the Upper
Poulter WRMU clear

4.3 Water Resource Management
Unit 3- Oldcotes Dyke

Our proposals

The water resource availability status of this WRMU is no
water available. As shown in Table 8 the target status for
this WRMU in 2010 is to remain at no water available.
The Oldcotes Dyke WRMU lies upstream of the River Idle
WRMU. We need to maintain flows in the Oldcotes to
prevent the deterioration of flows into the River Idle
WRMU. We have therefore fixed the target status for
water resources availability as no water available.

The target status is the outcome of the sustainability
appraisal process. If you would like more information
about the sustainability appraisal process and how we
came to this decision please refer to Chapter 3 of the
technical document on the attached CD.

Table 8 Existing low flow resource availability status and target low flow resource availability status for the Oldcotes Dyke Water

Resource Management Unit.

Associated Resource Availability Status Comment
mainriver Individual Integrated Target status Target status
WRMU status WRMU status in 2010 in 2016

Oldcotes Dyke No water available

No water available

No water available The target status is to ensure
that the management of water
resources within the WRMU will
not adversely impact on WRMU4

— River Idle, downstream
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Table 9 Presence of features that may affect water availability in WRMU4-Oldcotes Dyke

Feature

Comment

Water related Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Dyscarr Wood, Maltby Low Common, Roche Abbey Woodlands

Strategy for new and existing licences
The strategy for this WRMU is to remain at the status
of no water available. This means that for new licences:

- there will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences within the Oldcotes Dyke WRMU unless they
can be demonstrated to be of environmental benefit;

-any licence that is issued will be subject to the
common end date for the Idle and Torne CAMS area,
typically 31 March 2014.

and for existing licences:

- there will be a presumption of renewal subject to local
considerations and the main principles of abstraction
licensing, as described in section 3, above;

- licences will be issued to the common end date for the
Idle and Torne CAMS area, typically 31 March 2014.

How much water is available and what restrictions
might apply

There will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences and variations to existing licences that would
increase either the amount of abstraction or the
amount of water lost from the catchment (ie increase
the consumptiveness of licences). All abstraction
licence applications will be subject to an assessment
to take account of any local issues and granted on a
first-come-first-served basis.

Issues for consultation

- we believe that abstraction does not currently
adversely impact the Oldcotes Dyke WRMU. Do you
agree? If not, please explain why.

-is the licensing strategy proposed for the Oldcotes
Dyke WRMU clear?

4.4 Water Resource Management
Unit 4- River Idle

Water Resource Management Unit 4 (WRMU4) includes
the River Idle and its tributaries the rivers Maun,
Meden, Poulter and Ryton, together with the
Ravenshead (North), Thoresby, Retford and Blyth
groundwater management units of the Sherwood
Sandstone aquifer that underlies this area. Map 7
shows the location of sites and features that may affect
abstraction licence/water availability.

Our proposals

The water resource availability status of this WRMU is
over abstracted, through most of the flow range not
solely at low flows. As shown in Table 9 the target
status for this WRMU in 2010 is over licensed. This
would required a reduction in actual abstraction from
both surface and groundwater sources.

The target status is the outcome of the sustainability
appraisal process, through which we considered a
number of different options. If you would like more
information about the sustainability appraisal process
and how we came to this decision please refer to
Chapter 3 of the technical document on the attached
CD.

Strategy for new and existing licences

The strategy for this WRMU is to move towards the
status of over licensed. We will seek reductions in both
licensed quantities and actual abstraction within the
River Idle WRMU.

Table 10 Existing low flow resource availability status and target low flow resource availability status for the River Idle Water

Resource Management Unit.

Associated Resource Availability Status Comment
mainriver Individual Integrated Target status Target status

WRMU status WRMU status in 2010 in 2016
River Idle

Due to the large resource deficit
we wish to move towards the
target status over the duration
of the CAMS cycle
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This means that for new licences:

- there will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences within the River Idle WRMU unless they can be
demonstrated to be of environmental benefit;

-any licence that is issued will be subject to the
common end date for the Idle and Torne CAMS area,
typically 31 March 2014.

and for existing licences:

- there will be a presumption of renewal subject to local
considerations and the main principles of abstraction
licensing, as described in section 3, above.
Specifically, applicants will be required to
demonstrate that quantities applied for are fully
justified and how water will be used in an efficient
manner;

- we will encourage licence holders to undertake water
audits and implement water efficient technologies and
techniques. We will provide timely and useful
information to licence holders. Please see Appendix 1
Water efficiency contacts;

- we will continue to encourage and work with public
water suppliers in investigating and implementing
demand management techniques within the WRMU.
This work will need to be implemented through both
the Environment Agency and water companies’ water
resource plans. We will encourage the water
companies in this CAMS area to undertake water
efficiency initiatives and will ensure information is
readily available to their customers. Please see
Appendix 1 Water efficiency contacts;

- we will encourage licence holders to reduce licensed
guantities in line with their actual abstraction needs;
- licences will be issued to the common end date for the

Idle and Torne CAMS area, typically 31 March 2014.

How much water is available and what restrictions
might apply

There will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences and variations to existing licences that would
increase either the amount of abstraction or the
amount of water lost from the catchment (ie increase
the consumptiveness of licences). All abstraction
licence applications will be subject to an assessment
to take account of any local issues and granted on a
first-come-first-served basis.

Although there is a presumption of renewal for existing
time-limited licences, as described in section 3 above,
applicants will be required to demonstrate a continued
justification of need for the licence and that the water
will be used in an efficient manner.

Additional local information specific to this WRMU

Were licence holders to abstract the full quantities they
are legally allowed to, in the lower reaches the River
Idle WRMU would be over abstracted for 87 per cent of
the time during an average year. This means that
abstraction would take flow that has been assessed to
be required for the environment.

Through the CAMS process issues associated with
abstraction during periods of high flow have also been
highlighted rather than solely at low flows. For example
the siltation of river gravels used by spawning fish in
some of the tributaries of the River Idle can impact
reproductive rates within the catchment leading to
population decline.

Due to the over abstracted nature of this WRMU, we
will seek to regain as much licensed water as possible
for the environment in this area. The efficient use of
water by both direct abstractors and public water
supply customers will therefore be extremely important
in achieving improvements. We will encourage licence
holders to reduce the quantities they are licensed to
abstract to reflect their actual abstraction needs to
reduce the risk of increases in actual abstraction.

Table 11 Presence of features that may affect water availability in WRMU4-River Idle

Feature

Comment

Water related Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Barrow Hills Sandpit, Bevercotes Park, Birklands and Bilhaugh,

Birklands West and Ollerton Corner, Castle Hill Wood, Chesterfield Canal,
Clipstone Heath, Clumber Park, Crabtree Wood, Cresswell Crags,

Ginny Spring and Whitwell Wood, Hollinhill and Markland Grips,

Lindrick Golf Course, Misson Drain, Misson Line Bank, Misson Training Area,
Rainworth Heath, Rainworth Lakes, River Idle Washlands,

Sherwood Forest Golf Course, Strawberry Hill Heaths,

Sutton and Lound Gravel Pits, Thoresby Lake, Wellow Park, Welbeck Lake.

20  Environment Agency Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy — Consultation Document



Issues for consultation

-Is the licensing strategy proposed for the River Idle
WRMU clear?

- Do you think the approach to abstraction management
is appropriate for the River Idle WRMU? Would you like
to make any additional or alternative suggestions?

- What are your views about seeking resource recovery
in this area and the methods proposed?

- Should resource recovery be applied across the whole
of the Idle and Torne CAMS area, rather than solely to
those units classed as either ‘over licensed’ or ‘over
abstracted’ as proposed?

- We encourage all water users to make the most
efficient use of water resources. Do you think we are
achieving this? If not how do you think we can better
achieve this

4.5 Water Resource Management
Unit 5- River Torne

Water Resource Management Unit 5 (WRMUS5) includes
the River Torne and the drain network which combine
to form Three Rivers, together with the Hatfield
groundwater management unit of the Sherwood
Sandstone aquifer that underlies this area. Map 8
shows the location of sites and features that may
affect abstraction licence/water availability.

Our proposals

The water resource availability status of this WRMU is
over abstracted, through much of the flow range not
solely at low flows. As shown in Table 9 the target
status for this WRMU in 2010 is over licensed. This
would required a reduction in actual abstraction from
both surface and groundwater sources.

The target status is the outcome of the sustainability
appraisal process, through which we considered a
number of different options. If you would like more

information about the sustainability appraisal process
and how we came to this decision please refer to
Chapter 3 of the technical document on the attached CD.

Strategy for new and existing licences

The strategy for this WRMU is to move towards the
status of over licensed. We will seek reductions in both
licensed quantities and actual abstraction within the
River Torne WRMU.

- there will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences within the River Torne WRMU unless they can
be demonstrated to be of environmental benefit;

-any licence that is issued will be subject to the
common end date for the Idle and Torne CAMS area,
typically 31 March 2014.

and for existing licences:

- there will be a presumption of renewal subject to local
considerations and the main principles of abstraction
licensing, as described in section 3, above.
Specifically, applicants will be required to
demonstrate that quantities applied for are fully
justified and how water will be used in an efficient
manner;

-we will encourage licence holders to undertake water
audits and implement water efficient technologies and
techniques. We will provide timely and useful
information to licence holders. Please see Appendix 1
Water efficiency contacts;

-we will continue to encourage and work with public
water suppliers in investigating and implementing
demand management techniques within the WRMU.
This work will need to be implemented through the
Environment Agency and water companies’ water
resource plans. We will encourage the water
companies in this CAMS area to undertake water
efficiency initiatives and will ensure information is
readily available to their customers. Please see
Appendix 1 Water efficiency contacts;

-we will encourage licence holders to reduce licensed
quantities in line with their actual abstraction needs;
- licences will be issued to the common end date for the

Idle and Torne CAMS area, typically 31 March 2014.

Table 12 Existing low flow resource availability status and target low flow resource availability status for the River Torne Water

Resource Management Unit.

Associated Resource Availability Status Comment
mainriver Individual Integrated Target status Target status
WRMU status WRMU status in 2010 in 2016
River Torne Due to the large resource deficit

we wish to move towards the
target status over the duration
of the CAMS cycle
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How much water is available and what restrictions
might apply

There will be a presumption against the issue of new
licences and variations to existing licences that would
increase either the amount of abstraction or the
amount of water lost from the catchment (ie increase
the consumptiveness of licences). All abstraction
licence applications will be subject to an assessment
to take account of any local issues and granted on a
first-come-first-served basis.

An exception to the above presumption exists with a
small area around Doncaster town centre which has
been subject to rising groundwater levels, following
reductions in industrial abstraction from the Sherwood
Sandstone aquifer. This area covers part of the Hatfield
groundwater unit in the Idle and Torne CAMS and
extends into the Don and Rother CAMS area. The area
is collectively referred to as the Doncaster Sub-Unit.
The rising groundwater contrasts with the remainder of
the Hatfield unit, where historical abstraction has led
to a fall in groundwater levels and depletion of
baseflow. Within this small area, we will consider
applications for new licences up to a maximum
licensable resource of 1 Ml/d. This figure will be
reviewed when we update the Nottinghamshire-
Doncaster groundwater model. Any licences issued in
the Doncaster Sub-Unit will be time limited to a CAMS
Common End Date of 2014.

Although there is a presumption of renewal for existing
time-limited licences, as described in section 3 above,
applicants will be required to demonstrate a continued
justification of need for the licence and that the water
will be used in an efficient manner.

Additional local information specific to this WRMU

Were licence holders to abstract the full quantities they
are legally allowed to, in the lower reaches the River
Torne WRMU would be over abstracted for 63 per cent
of the time during an average year. This means that
abstraction would take flow that has been assessed to
be required for the environment.

Due to the over abstracted nature of this WRMU, we will
seek to regain as much licensed water as possible for
the environment in this area. The efficient use of water
by both direct abstractors and public water supply
customers will therefore be extremely important in
achieving improvements. We will encourage licence
holders to reduce the quantities they are licensed to
abstract to reflect their actual abstraction needs to
reduce the risk of increases in actual abstraction.

Issues for consultation

- Is the licensing strategy proposed for the River Torne
WRMU clear?

-do you think the resource recovery options are
appropriate? Would you like to make any additional or
alternative abstraction management suggestions?

- should resource recovery options be applied across
the whole of the Idle and Torne catchment, rather than
solely to those units classed as either ‘over licensed’
or ‘over abstracted’ as proposed?

-what are your views about seeking resource recovery
in this area and the methods proposed?

- we encourage all water users to make the most
efficient use of water resources. Do you think we are
achieving this? If not how do you think we can better
achieve this?

Table 13 Presence of features that may affect water availability in WRMU5-River Torne

Feature

Comment

Water related Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites

Belshaw, Crowle Borrow Pits, Edlington Wood, Epworth Turbary,

Hatfield Chase Ditches, Hatfield Moors, Haxey Grange Fen,
Haxey Turbary, Potteric Carr, Rush Furlong, Sandall Beat,
Thorne, Crowle and Goole Moors.

Water related Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Thorne Moors SAC, Hatfield Moors SAC.

Water related Special Protection Area (SPA) No*

*NB: Thorne and Hatfield Moors SPA is designated for the presence of nightjar which is dependent on a dry heathland habitat. Consequently the
interest feature is not water dependent and therefore does not directly relate to the CAMS process.
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Summary of issues for consultation

We want you to be able to understand and contribute to
the development of the Idle and Torne CAMS. That way,
through an open and transparent process we will
develop a shared strategy for managing water
resources. We welcome your comments on any part of
the proposed licensing strategy set out in Section 3.

A summary of the issues on which we are looking for a
response on are listed here.

-is the licensing strategy proposed for each WRMU
clear?

- the Hills and Holes and the Sookholme Brook SSSI has
been identified as vulnerable to the impact of
abstraction and has therefore been listed in the RSA
Programme catalogue of work as a site to be
investigated. We are proposing not to pursue resource
recovery for the Upper Meden WRMU until the RSA
investigations have been completed. Do you agree
with out approach? If not, please explain why.

- we believe that abstraction does not have any adverse

impacts within the Upper Poulter WRMU. Do you
agree? If not, please explain why.

- we believe that abstraction does not have any adverse

impacts within the Oldcotes Dyke WRMU. Do you
agree? If not, please explain why.

- do you think the approaches to resource recovery

proposed are appropriate? Would you like to make any
additional or alternative abstraction management
suggestions?

- should resource recovery options be applied across

the whole of the Idle and Torne catchment, rather than
solely to those units classed as either ‘over licensed’
or ‘over abstracted’ as proposed?

- we encourage all water users to make the most

efficient use of water resources. Do you think we are
achieving this? If not how do you think we can
improve this?
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5.0

These are the actions that we will undertake in the next 6 years to
implement this strategy

Strategy Actions

Table 14 outlines what we will do to assist in water resource management during the lifetime of the strategy.

Description, aim and comments WRMU/GWMU Start Finish External
partners
The long-term and significant abstraction pressures within the All 2006 2010 Licence holders

catchment have led to a complex system of hands off flow
conditions. This has been highlighted by the CAMS as an area
that needs to be investigated with a view to rationalising the
existing abstraction controls within the catchment by
simplifying and streamlining the number of conditions. Due to
the complexity and extent of the work that would be required it
would be inappropriate for us to propose and implement a
revised system were we to have insufficient confidence. We
therefore propose that a parcel of work should be undertaken
with the aim of enabling a revision of the existing system when
this CAMS is reviewed.

We will continue to review the pressures associated with All Ongoing Ongoing Natural England
individual abstraction licences through the Restoring Licence holders
Sustainable Abstraction Programme.

We will continue the Review of Consents under the Habitats WRMUS5 — Ongoing 2008 Natural England
Directive for Hatfield and Thorne Moors SACs. Stage 3 of the River Torne

Review of Consents has been signed off with progression to

Stage 4.

We will continue to work with our partners on the River Idle WRMU4 — Ongoing 2010 Natural England
Washlands SSSI Water Level Management Plan (WLMP). A River Idle Nottinghamshire

WLMP is scheduled to be completed and implemented to Wildlife Trusj

achieve favourable condition for the site by 2010. liteiel DElagese e
We will continue to work with our partners on the Hatfield WRMUS5 - Ongoing 2010 Natural England

Moors SSSI Water Level Management Plan (WLMP). A WLMP is River Torne Internal Drainage Boards
scheduled to be completed and implemented to achieve Yorkshire Water Services

favourable condition for the site by 2010.

We will continue to promote water efficiency to licence holders WRMU4 — River Idle Ongoing Ongoing Licence holders
with the aim of reducing abstraction within the CAMS area. We and

will also seek reductions in licensed and actual abstractions. WRMUS5 - River Torne

Routine sampling programmes to monitor fisheries, All Ongoing Ongoing

macrophytes and macroinvertebrates will continue and will be
subject to evaluation and review in order to provide the best

information for CAMS

The Nottinghamshire-South Yorkshire groundwater model will All Ongoing 2007

be completed for use during the next review of the Idle and

Torne CAMS.

We will review the Memorandum of Understanding between WRMU4 — Ongoing 2009 British Waterways
the Environment Agency and British Waterways about the River Idle

operation of the Chesterfield Canal and its interaction with the
Rivers Ryton and Idle.
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6.0

The aim of CAMS is a shared strategy for the sustainable
management of water resources within a catchment. We are also
promoting a more consistent and structured approach to local
water resource management. This applies to all CAMS that we are
developing across England and Wales.

How this strategy was

developed

6.1 Overview of the CAMS process

The same process is being used to develop all CAMS.
There are five main stages in the production of a CAMS.
These are:

1. an assessment of the water resource availability
calculated using the Resource Assessment and
Management Framework (RAM Framework);

2. an assessment of the pros and cons of the
proposed water management strategy known as
the sustainability appraisal;

3. consultation;
4. the publication of the CAMS;

5. implementation of the strategy over the following
six years.

An assessment of water resource availability - RAM
Framework

This is a detailed investigation into water resource
availability in each CAMS area. An assessment is made
for a number of smaller units in each CAMS. The
method we use to determine if water is available for
abstraction is not open to consultation. Abstraction
licence holders and interested parties are invited to
provide information about the CAMS area that may
inform our decision.

An assessment of the pros and cons of the proposed
water management strategy — Sustainability Appraisal
This is a detailed investigation into the pros and cons
that a number of management options will have on the
CAMS area. The impact on the economy, selected
social criteria, natural resources and the environment
are all considered during this process. The option that
best meets the requirements of all four considerations
is adopted as the management strategy for the CAMS.

Consultation

Consultation is an integral part of the CAMS process.
It ensures that all interested parties can see clearly
how this strategy is developed and have an
opportunity to get involved. There are a number of
occasions during the process that the public is invited
to comment. Initially an awareness-raising leaflet is
produced to let people know that the CAMS for their
area has been started. In the leaflet there is a general
request for information to help us carry out the RAM
Framework. A Stakeholder Group is set up with
representatives from groups and individuals with an
interest in the management of water in the catchment.
The role of this group is to advise us during the
process. This document offers you the chance to
comment on our proposed strategy.
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Publication and implementation of the CAMS
Following consultation the CAMS is finalised and
published. The strategy is valid for six years and during
this time changes to existing licences and new licences
will be determined using the licensing policies set out
in the CAMS strategy document, subject to the normal
licensing considerations. After six years the strategy
will be reviewed and updated. It will then be re-
published and will again be valid for another six years.

During the six-year period of the CAMS, we will review
progress against the strategy. This will include a review
of the process so those lessons that we learn can be
incorporated into the production of new CAMS.

More detail on the resource assessment and
sustainability appraisal for the Idle and Torne CAMS is
provided in Section 6.2 and Section 6.3. The next
section provides details about the Idle and Torne
CAMS area.

6.2 Resource assessment and
resource availability status

To manage water resources effectively, we need to
understand how much water is available and where it
is located. We do this by assessing resources,
including surface water and groundwater.

We use water in many different ways. The most
significant uses are general agriculture, spray
irrigation, industrial use, power generation and water
supply. For each different use, there may be great
variation in the amount of water returned to the area
from which the water was abstracted. Where water loss
is high, we describ